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Some Wkrtekx Plants. — Western plants now and then turn up nt the East, other 
than those which have been introduced by railroad, cattle-transportation, and -with 
grass-seed. Mr. Ilitchings, of Boston, a very sharp-eyed observer, has recently brought 
me, from the borders of a pond in Winchester near here, the three following plants, 
growing together : 

Eihiniitrw pnnulus, Engelrn., a re-discovery, having been found near here by 
Tlios. P. James, ten years ago. 

Seirpiu supinu*, var., ILMii, Gray, thus far without the curious subradieal (lowers 
which were found by Mr. Morong at a neighboring locality. 

Eleoelmria Engelmnimi, Steud., var. detmisa, Gray, enumerated in Patterson's Cata- 
logue of Oquawka Plants, and found also by E. J. Hill, in Indiana. The form of the 
species with bristles as long as the nut was collected in Connecticut, at Welhcrsfield, 
by Charles Wright. The species is nearest E. obtusn. — A. Giiay. 

Nkt-umbicm luteum. — Mr. J. I*. Lowrie of Warriorsmnrk, Penn., sends us the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter from Prof. Thos. C. Porter in which was described a recent 
botanical jaunt into New Jersey : 

"Some weeks ago, leaves and flowers of Jfeluuibium bitmm reached Dr. Trail 
Green from a lake in Sussex Co., N. J., and as neither of us had ever seen this giant 
lily in its native haunts, we resolved to go in search of it Last Monday (Sept. 2) at 7 
A. M., we started on the Morris and Essex R. It. and were in Newton, the county town 
of Sussex, by 9 A. M. Thence by carriage over hills we travelled six miles westward 
to a beautiful little lake, called Smartswood Pond, lying in the valley of the Paulin's 
Killcreek, about five miles east of the Blue Kidge. Its length is about three miles and 
its o-reatest width one ; but its outline is irregular. The day was warm, hut tempered 
by a fine breeze. Notimewas lost in hiring a boat and a man to row it. Off we pushed 
and directed our course to the largest of the three patches of Nelumbo found in the 
lake. It occupies a sheltered, curving bay on the north, and is perhaps a dozen acres 
in extent, and is discernible to the practiced eye afar. oft', because many of the big, pelt 
late leaves, as large and round as young Norval's father's shield, and elevated on stou- 
petioles about, two and a half feet above the surface of the water, and amongst them, 
here and there, appeared peduncles as long and stout bearing the curious top-shaped 
receptacles with their embedded seeds nearly ripe. These tossed by the breeze pre- 
sented a novel and charming spectacle, as we drew near and glided through them. It 
brought to mind Longfellow's description of the lakes of the Alchafalaya when trav- 
ersed by Evangeline : 

"resplendent in beauty fue r,on;s 

lifted her golden crown above the heads of the boatmen," 

which from my observation I suspect to be a practical exaggeration. Other leaves, of 
all sizes, float, and the drops of water dashed upon them bv Mie dip of the oar, or the 
lnflowin<* waves, rolled and shifted with a silvery luster like drops of quicksilver. The 
same repellant power you may have noticed in those of another plant, the golden club, 
Orontium, nqwitieum, which is not strictly a coast plant, since it is not uncommon in 
swamps as far west as the summit of the Alleghanics. 



